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REMARKS 

In the Action, the Examiner objected to the drawings for failing to comply 
with 37 CFR 1.84(p)(5), because they included reference numeral 24 which was not 
mentioned in the Specification. Applicant has amended the Specification above to 
include reference numeral 24. Applicant submits that the drawings are now in 
compliance with 37 CFR 1.84(p)(5), and respectfully requests withdrawal of the 
Examiner's objection. 

Claims 11-34 are currently pending in this application. Applicant has 
canceled claims 1-10 without prejudice to filing a continuation application or any 
concession that the examiner's art anticipates or renders them obvious. New claims 
11-34 were added. All of the new claims are supported by the originally filed 
Application and no new matter has been added. Applicant's below remarks address 
the Examiner cited art in the context of the newly presented claims. 

Ichida (U.S. Pat. No. 6,290,621) discloses a rear derailleur having pivot pins 
58 secured by retaining clips 78 which are open ended E-type retaining clips. 
Independent claims 11, 23, 27, 33, and 34 are patentable over Ichida because Ichida 
fails to disclose at least one retaining washer including an annular portion, and 
snap-action engagement portions connected to the annular portion which define a 
through hole allowing the washer to mate with a groove to retain a pin. The open 
retaining clips disclosed in Ichida do not provide for or suggest Applicant's solution 
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for a simple push-on installation. Further, claims 23 and 33 recite retaining 
washers having a continuous annular portion notably distinct from Ichida's open- 
ended retaining clips. 

Nagano (U.S. Pat. No. 4,618,333) does not correct the deficiencies in Ichida. 
Nagano discloses an annular sealing member 20, having an X-shaped cross-section, 
used to protect a link pin 10 from contamination by dirt and debris. The annular 
sealing member 20 disclosed by Nagano is wholly unlike Applicant's claimed 
invention in form or function. Nagano does not disclose a washer with snap -action 
engagement portions connected to an annular portion which mate with an annular 
groove of a pin to removably retain the pin. The annular sealing member 20 
disclosed by Nagano is not used for retaining a pin, and would not be suited for that 
purpose since it is made of a soft material "composed mainly of nitrile rubber" 
designed for sealing. Accordingly, there would be no motivation for one skilled in 
the art to combine Nagano with Ichidato. Further, a combination of the cited 
references would fail to yield Applicant's claimed invention. Accordingly, the newly 
presented independent claims are patentable over Ichida and Nagano alone or in 
any reasonable combinations thereof. All of the dependent claims are, likewise, 
patentable over the cited references or any reasonable combination thereof. 

The provision of the Applicant's annular groove is further evidence of 
patentable over the cited references because no reference discloses locating an 
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annular groove, for mating with a washer to retain a pin, between portions of a 
hanger bracket and a link, between portions of a pulley cage and a link, or within a 
recess of a link. The retaining clip 78 disclosed by Ichida bears against an exterior 
face of flange 60. Further, as related above, Nagano describes an unrelated annular 
sealing member. 

Further, Ichida teaches away from locating an annular groove and an 
associated retaining washer between two cooperating elements as claimed by 
Applicant. A relatively large tool is required for installation of Ichida' s E-type 
retaining clip, as a result, installing the E-type retaining clip between opposing 
members would be difficult. Additional clearance between members would be 
necessary to insert the tool, demanding design concessions, including requiring 
additional play between the links and opposing members. Therefore, one skilled in 
the art would not be motivated to modify the teachings of Ichida with any other 
reference, or with the knowledge available to those skilled in the art, to assemble 
Applicant's invention. Even if one of ordinary skill would be capable of combining a 
set of references, the prior art must suggest the desirability of such a combination. 
In re Mills, 916 F.2d 680, Fed. Cite 16 USPQ2d (Fed. Cir. 1990). 

It should also be noted that the claimed methods would not be possible to 
accomplish through any reasonable combination of the references. A pin could not 
be driven through the E-style retaining clip 78 disclosed by Ichida to cause it to 

- 15- 


Applicant: Mario Meggliolan 
Application No.: 09/991,923 


mate with an annular groove of the pin. The E-style retaining 78 clip could only be 
installed by pushing it onto a pin in a direction perpendicular to the longitudinal 
direction of the pin. Again, Ichida teaches away from the claimed method. 

In view of the foregoing, Applicant respectfully asserts that all claims are 
patentable over the prior art. Reconsideration and allowance of claims 11-34 is 
respectfully requested. 

If for any reason the Examiner believes that an interview, either 
telephonically or in person, would advance prosecution of the application, the 
Examiner is respectfully requested to contact the undersigned to arrange an 
interview. 


Volpe and Koenig, P.C. 
United Plaza, Suite 1600 
30 South 17th Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19103 
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